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MORIN MUSIC STUDIO COVID-19 PANDEMIC RESPONSE PLAN
July 1, 2020

A Word to Our Students
What an unprecedented school year! On the heels of our new SW Studio Expansion in the Shoppes@Montreux we had no idea
that the 2019–20 school year would also be an unforgettable one due to the Covid-19 Pandemic. In March, shortly after an
outstanding week of Winter Student Recitals, we determined that it would be in the best interest of students and teachers to
transition all of our lessons online and pursue the goal of flattening the curve and keeping safe.
In making this transition, we were blown away by the collective resilience, positivity and outpouring of support that we experienced
from our studio community. With the same growth mindset and values that we strive for in our studies, our students, teachers
and families were quick and optimistic to switch over to online private lessons.
Although we have offered online lessons for several years as part of our regular programming, this was a BIG transition to make
for our entire student base, and we were pleasantly impressed with how seamlessly our students transitioned and continued
with their goals.
We are pleased to share that our students who were preparing for Conservatory exams have successfully completed their year-end
examinations online in May and June 2020 and passed with flying colours! We’ve already compiled a long list of students who
have been awarded First Class Honours and Distinction, and we’ll continue to share highlights on our Social Media channels as
they pour in. Congratulations!
Our students and teachers also took this opportunity to support the community in any way that they could. Understanding that we
have systems and resources already in place for online teaching, our leadership team made our internal training and systems
available to music teachers across Canada in a free format, allowing nearly 600 music teachers to share in our training and systems
to support their own teaching.

(continued next page)

Lastly, understanding that the senior population has been most deeply affected by this pandemic, our students and teachers
placed their focus on sharing music with them in the ‘Songs for Seniors’ project for our year-end celebration. With a collection
of delightful video performances by our students and teachers, we were able to share music and heartfelt messages to Seniors
in care residences as well as private homes.
As we move forward together we are now beginning to see our students in-person for instrumental lessons, and will continue to
rely on Alberta Health Services (AHS) guidance and protocols as we proceed. As we gradually resume our in-person programming,
we remain confident in our studio’s ability to transition as cohesively as we did throughout the pandemic and will continue
to prioritize the highest quality of musical education while taking all precautions in the best interest of our students, teachers
and families in our community.
We thank you for your ongoing support and cooperation and look forward to the next step in our journey together.

Carmen Morin

Carmen Morin, Executive Director

What You Need To Know
FOR PRIVATE INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS

Summarized below are highlights of our current plans for summer lessons and upcoming School Year, subject to AHS guidelines:
1. Summer Private Lessons: You have the option to resume in-person lessons beginning July 1, 2020 for our Summer
Programs, or continue online, based on the preferences of Teacher and Student.
2. Regular Private Lessons: Registration for the 2020-21 school year is open with lessons offered in-person and online,
based on student preference.
3. In-person Students are asked to wait outside of the studio, and only enter at their scheduled lesson time.
4. Parents and Guardians may only pick up and drop off students for unparented classes. To observe lessons where necessary,
parents may send the student with a streaming device to observe the lesson remotely. Messages between parent and
teacher will be provided through the lesson notebook or by video message.
5. Face Masks are mandatory for all people entering the Studio Spaces, in accordance with the recommendations of AHS.
Please ensure that students arrive with masks and keep them on throughout their lesson. We are unable to offer in-person
lessons without masks, with no exceptions.
6. Restricted Washroom Use is available by request only. We strongly encourage students and families to use their washroom
at home whenever possible to avoid sharing the studio bathroom spaces unless absolutely necessary.
7. Vocal and Woodwind Lessons will remain online only during our Summer Programs, with further updates for our upcoming
school year announced in August.
8. Sick Policy Strictly Enforced: Students or teachers may not attend lessons if they are at all unwell. In the event that you
are experiencing cold, flu or symptoms of illness of any kind, please notify your instructor and your lesson may be offered
online in lieu of absence with 12 hours notice.
9. Staggered Lesson Times for Fall 2020: We will be contacting some families to adjust lesson times by 5 minutes (earlier
or later) to minimize the number of students crossing paths in the waiting area in between lesson times.

What You Need To Know

FOR GROUP PRESCHOOL AND ENSEMBLE CLASSES
1. Our in-person Crescendo Kids classes are scheduled to resume in September 2020.
We have reduced class sizes by half to 5 students and 1 instructor per class to allow for
distancing in class.
2. Crescendo Kids program: You may enroll for the upcoming year with the option of
in-person classes or online format.
3. Group Beginner String classes will be offered as scheduled, as they are already
limited to a maximum of 5 students with 1 instructor.
4. Student Choir program will not be offered this upcoming school year.

** We will provide updates regarding Chamber and Ensemble programs in November 2020 to align with the
Spring registration period. **

Morin Music Studio
Covid-19 Response Plan
Given that our programming is primarily private instruction, we are in a position to
control and monitor our studio space and provide a safe environment. We have made
the decision to resume private lessons with the safety and well-being of our students and
teachers foremost in mind.
Please be aware of these steps that are currently in place. We will continue to look to AHS
for guidelines as we welcome our students and teachers back to our teaching space.
1. Increased cleaning of all high contact touch points in the studio space;
2. Disinfecting of piano keys and instruments in between student use;
3. Mandatory face masks worn by teachers and students throughout the lesson;
4. Staggered lesson times of 5 minutes before/after scheduled times to minimize traffic
in common areas;
5. Restricted washroom use;
6. Only teacher and student in studio;
7. Strictly enforced sick policy for all students and teachers, no exception.

Thank You
The strength and resilience of our Studio Community has become clear as we move
through one of the most significant global challenges of our lifetimes. We are genuinely
thankful for the ongoing support and kindness you have all shared during these past
months, and are honoured to continue providing our students with the highest quality
music education and sharing our love of music that we are so passionate about.
Please do not hesitate to direct any questions or comments to carmen@morinmusic.ca.
On behalf of our entire faculty and staff, we say Thank You for your ongoing support,
and we look forward to moving forward together!

MOVING FORWARD TOGETHER

“ Music in itself is healing.
It’s an explosive expression
of humanity. It’s something
we are all touched by. No
matter what culture we’re
from, everyone loves music.”
― Billy Joel

